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September 4, 2020 

Dear AWR Families, 
 
Welcome back to a new school year! I hope this communication finds you and your families well, and getting excited for the first 
days of school next week. While we are living in unique circumstances right now, I can assure you that our faculty, staff, and 
administration have been working tirelessly to ensure that our school is safe and ready to open for our students. As we navigate 
our “new normal”, I am very eager to work closely with you this year and get to know all of our AWR students and families. With 
that, it is an honor for me to be joining the New Providence community, and being given the opportunity to lead a talented group 
of educators who are committed to our students’ academic and social-emotional wellbeing. The AWR team is looking forward to 
seeing everyone soon! Please see the Welcome Back AWR Rams Video  that was made for our students and their families. This 
video is also posted on our school website!  It is our hope that this video message will get our students excited about returning to 
school, whether in-person or virtually at home, and ease any nerves our students may be experiencing. In the video you will see 
we discuss the 3 M’s: Distance Matters, Masks Matter, and My Clean Hands Matter! Essentially, we want our students to 
understand the importance of these 3 M’s, which will help to keep everyone healthy and stay together. We encourage you to 
reinforce the 3M’s at home with your child, practice mask wearing, and getting into good hand-washing/sanitizing habits. 
Building these daily routines will become more familiar with students over time, and allow them to be considerate of one another. 
We recognize that this will take all of our collective efforts, and we appreciate your partnership as we begin this journey together! 
 
As you can imagine, it was a very busy time during the summer months! Our head custodian, Mr. Kimbrough, and his custodial 
team have been hard at work preparing the building for our school opening. Students will notice fresh paint in classrooms, 
hallways, and window frames, along with refurbished wood on the time capsule display case! The floors are shiny and waxed, and 
social distancing signs, markers, and stickers have been placed around the building. In the main office, Mrs. Luzzi and Mrs. 
Grogan have also been diligently finalizing student registration, making sure we have all the supplies we need for the start of 
school, and sending letters home to families. Our school and district technology teams have also been putting in long hours to get 
all of our tech systems and devices ready; they have been a tremendous support to us! We cannot thank these individuals enough, 
who have been instrumental in getting our school up and running for September 8th. 
 
This past week, our AWR teaching team gathered together for professional development sessions to plan, collaborate, and delve 
into technology that will be a crucial part of our students’ learning. I am so impressed with their perseverance in developing  the 
components of the hybrid model, as well as having a deep understanding of social emotional learning, and fostering  meaningful 
connections in the classroom.  
 
This year, we have a number of new staff members at AWR that are joining us! Please join me in welcoming: 
 

● Jennifer Daly - 5th Grade Math 
● Shawna Damon - World Language/ESL 
● Maria Halkias - Reading Specialist (Kindergarten Remote Teacher) Long-Term Leave Replacement for A. Tallman 
● Alexandra Jacobs - Special Education Long-Term Leave Replacement for K. Witte 
● Darryl Petrullo - Special Education Long-Term Leave Replacement for B. Miller 

https://www.wevideo.com/view/1818413404


● Kimberley Leary - AWR Permanent Substitute Teacher 2020-2021 - Long-Term Leave Replacement for N. Scarola Phys. 
Ed. 

● Holly Lessing - Pre-K Aide 
● Peter Soccodato Jr. - Night Custodian 

 
We are excited to have our newest staff members with us at AWR! 
 
The AWR PTA has also been extremely supportive of our efforts during this time. The PTA has purchased clear plastic bins for 
all of our in-person student learners, as well as plastic baggies for iPads when students are transporting their devices to and from 
school. The PTA also graciously sponsored  lunch for the entire staff the first professional development day on September 1st, 
along with gifting every staff  member with AWR spirit masks! If that weren’t enough, the PTA also collaborated with us to 
disseminate new iPads to families.We are extremely grateful for the support of the PTA, and everything they do for our school 
community! 
 
Welcome back again, and we look forward to making it a memorable 2020-2021 school year experience for our students and 
families! Please know that Mrs. McGeechan and I are here to support you! We invite you to reach out to us at any time.  
 

“Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and working together is success.” 
-Henry Ford 

 
Enjoy the long Labor Day weekend with your family, and we cannot wait to see everyone next week! 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Robyn P. Greenwald 
 
Robyn P. Greenwald 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


